DISMAY
of Bismarck; he, too, needed three wars to unite all the branches of his nation. He, Pashitch, had just come through two; his country had been almost doubled: its old enemies, Bulgaria and Turkey, were beaten. If now, with Russia's help, he could bring down the ramshackle Monarchy, the last Southern Slavs would unite with Serbia and the ambition of 15,000,000 men, the dream of five centuries, would be fulfilled! Bismarck, the great enemy of his nation, who had taken Bosnia away from Turkey at his Congress in Berlin and yet had not restored it to the Serbs—this very Bismarck had always been his model! Bismarck conquered two provinces— which were only half German at that—from the French. Why should not we do the same by Austria with two others which are entirely ours by race and not even legally Austria's?
'That haughty Count from Vienna never winks an eyelid and calmly pockets two provinces which he was supposed to be administering under European supervision. How did the Turkish Revolution give him more of a right than us ? You forced us to beg your pardon because you had stolen a piece of land from the Turks, but our thoughts are freel There are enough nations in Europe who have won their liberty by fighting Austria!'
A knock on the door rouses him from these thoughts. A telegram from Belgrade. Austria's Ultimatum. Back home at once!
Three weeks earlier, and three hours after the murder, when the news exploded in Belgrade like a bomb, the cleverest man in the city had said: '"Godgrant it wasn't a $&&]" The speaker was himself no Serb, and his pious invocation was a sham, for he had been longing for this war for years and trying to provoke a conflict; he hoped to lead Russia victorious into Vienna from Belgrade. This was Von Hartwig, the Russian Minister, a conspicuous figure, seeing that his master, the Tsar, was the lodestar
62hat the old Hungarian is lying to them, even on the point of the hour of presentation ? And even
